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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T should like tuv
give notice of a question, but I shall not be
in order in giving it at this stage. I should
be glad if you would look at the notiee,
AIr, Prosident, and see if the question can
Dbe put on the paper.

The PRESIDENT: TUnder the Standing
Orders the hon. member may hand in =
question at a later stage. He need not
neeessarily read it, but it is the custom of
the House to give it from the floor.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T wish to ask the
Hon. Mr. Frauklin, Mayor of Perth, a
quesiion bearing on a Bill that is fo come
before us. If the Bill were before us, it is
clear I eonld ask the question of him under
Standing Order 87, but as the Bill has not
vet reached us, I eannot very well conform
with that Standing Order. If I eould get
the question placed on the notice paper, it
would probably help the hon, member to
get the information I desire, and it would
help us to make some calculations that are
necessary before the Bill is dealt with.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. memb.er
ean hand it in at a later stage of this sit-
ting.

QUESTION—CHARCOAL GAS FOR
MOTOR TRANSPORT.

{lon. W. T. GLASHEEN asked the Chiel
Secretary: 1, Ave the Government aware
that the Development and Migration Com-
mission, after exhaustive inquiries and
trials, state that charcoal gas has been de-
linitely proved to be mueh cheaper than

[COUNCIL.]

petrol for mofor transpert? 2, Are the
Government aware that reecently a gas-
driven motor truck with two tons of freight
on hoard travelled from Melbourne to Ben-
digo at a totul cost of 7s. fon fuel, and that
for the same journey with the same load a
petrel truck cost €1 10s. for fnel? 3, As
gas-driven engines can also be used on trac-
tors, and the Development Commission es-
timate the cost of charcoal gas as equiva-
lent to petrol at 5d. per gallon, will every
mvestigation be immediately made by the
Government with a view to utilising this
new power for developing the 3,500 farms
scheme? 4, Will investigation also be
made in reiation to the pgreat economic
waste ineurred in the destruetion on the
wheat lands in Western Australia of tim-
ber that eould be utilised to produce char-
coal gas and at the same time cheapen
clearing eosts ¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The reports of the Development and Migra-
tion Commission are available te the Gov-
ernment. 2, The Government are aware of
this statement. 3 and 4, The Government
are already considering the cheapest means
of transport and the resultant problems in-
volved.

BILL—EDUCATION.

Recommittal.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, Bill
recommitted for the further consideration
of Clanzes 16, 17, 20, 34 and 39, and the
Third and Fourth Schedules.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 16—Compulsory officers may ac-
cost children in public places:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: At the sug-
gestion of an hon. member, T wish to add
a pavagraph. T move an amendment—

That the following paragraph be added to
the clause:— “ Any person who necosts a child
in o street or other publie place and falsely
represents that he is gn officer of the Edu-
eation Department shall be guilty of an of-
fence, and liable on sumumary conviction, to 2
penalty not exceeding tenm pounds.”’

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

the clause,
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Clanse 17—Penalties for neglect:

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: T shall leave the
clause for the moment as I bhave not yet
had time to cheek the amendments.

The CHATIRMAN: Does the hon. mem-
ber desive that it he postponed?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No; I take it the
Minister will get a reprint of the Bill if
necessary. It is only a consequential amend-
ment that I had in mind.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed,

Clause 20—Maintenanee:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in Subelause 3 “*ten’’ be struck out,
and the word “twelve’’ inserted in lieu.

1t is largely a eonsequential amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as forther amended, agreed to.

Clause 34—Proprietors of private schools
to make monthly and quarterly return of
attendances:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in Sobelanse 1, paragraph (a), the
words ‘‘not made at least four-fifths of the
possible half-day attendances’’ be struck out,
and the following inserted in lien:—*been ab-
gent on any oeccasion without satisfactory ex-
cuse, *?

Amendment put and possed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 39—Sections of Schedule 2 of
Interpretation Act incorporated:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That the letter ‘*C,’” in line 1, he struck
out.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Third Schedule:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
propose to submit any amendment.

Sehedule put and passed.

Fourth Schedule:

The CHIEF. S“RCRETARY: 1 move an

amendment—

That in the marginal note the figures ¢¢14°?
be struck ont, and ‘347’ inserted in lien.
This is the correetion of a printer’s error.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Has the Chief
Seerctary looked at the instruetions ap-
pearing at the foot of this sehedule? They
spenk of half-day attendances again. We
have altered that in the seclion referred to.
Theve, “satisfactory exeuse” is mentioned.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I did go
through the schedule, and the Parliamentary
Draftsman has also looked through it. .

Hon. A. Lovekin: We now have nothing
to do with half-day attendances. The
matter should be made uniform.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule,
as amended, agreed to,

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments.

BILLS (2)--FIRST READING.
1, Electoral Act Amendment.
2, Kulja Eastward Railway.
Received from the Assembly.

BILL-PERMANENT RESERVE
(EING’S PARK).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE HONORARY MINISTER {(Hon.
\.V_ H. Kitson—West) [4.55]: At first
sight this Bill appears of little consequence,
and one that perhaps every member could
support; but on being locked into move
closely, the measure assumes quite a2 dif-
fevent aspeet. In the frst place, the pro-
posal is to lease for a period of 25 years
a portion of a Class “A” reserve, commonly
known as King's Park. The piece of laud
in question has a frontage to Mount’s Buy
Road, and is possibly one of the most valu-
able sites on the rviver front. I understand
it is proposed to charge a rental of about
£100 per annum for the block. This would,
of course, mean revenue to the King’s Park
Board, but it would have the effect of alien-
ating from a Class “A” reserve what I have
already described as a most valuable block.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Not alienating.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Hon.
members may call it what they like. If the
Bill passes, the hloek will be alienated for
a period of 25 years, the term mentioned in
the measure. It is a valnable piece of land.
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Hon. E. H. Harri~: What is it valnable
for in its present state?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I wili
deal with that shortly. In view of remarks
already made by various hon. members as io
the block, 1 thonght it worth while to look
into the history of the matter. Sir William
Lathlain, while speaking on the Bill, quoted
a letter which was written many years ago,
ond Mr. Lovekin interjected to the effect
that the Government had asked the board
to take over the block. Mr, Lovekin may be
quite correct, but aceording to my reading
of the file he is not. I find that so far back
as 1904 a request was made by the then sec-
retarv of the board that this bleck should
be handed over to the hoard.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That was at the re-
quest of the Government.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In that way it started.

The RONORARY MINTSTER: There is
nothing on the file to indicate such a re-
quest by the Government,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tt eame through Lord
Forrest.

The HONORARY MINISTER: All that
appears on the file with regard to that as-
pect is that the secretary of the board, Mr,
Kelly. requested that the piece of land might
he placed under the control of the King’s
Park Board.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is quite right,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Follow-
ing on that, we get the letter mentioned by
Sir William Lathlain.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Lord Forrest initiated
it.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
minutes of the board?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T have
no desire to go into the matter to that ex-
tent. The bloek was purchased by the Gov-
ernment of the day for no less than £1,600.
That was in 1904, 24 years ago; and it is
only natural to assume that the block has
inereased considerahly in value since then.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Tt was bought
for the purpose of running a pipe throumgh
it, and the pipe has heen put through.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Who the
owner was at that time is not stated, bnt
that wag the price paid for it. The file
further shows that the proposal of the
King’s Park Board alt that time was to
utilise the block as a nursery.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That was Lord For-
rest’s proposal.

What about the

{COUNCIL.)

The TONORARY MINISTER: I do no
know who was vesponsible for the idea, bu
apparently it was adopted by the board
Still, it seems that the block has never bee
used for that purpose. In years gonme by i
was used for a ronsiderable time as a Kim
of market garden, being tenanted by .
Chinaman, for which he paid a small reni
The amount is neither here nor there so fa
as the King's Park Board are concerned

Hon. A. Lovekiu: And he would not keeg
it on even for nothing.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Itisin
teresting to know that that is the early
history of the block. That brings us tc
the consideration of the question whether
any portion of a Class “ A" reserve shoulé
be leased to a private person for private
gain. It is admitted that this particula:
bleck of land is quite unsvitable perhap:
for some purposes and might have beer
quite suitable for the making of a nursery
which was the original intention. But thai
does not get us away from the fact that 2
Class ‘A" reserve should not be utilised
for the purpose of private gain, unless il
can be shown that it is in the interests of
the people whe frequent the park or re
serve. Im this particular case members
have already said that this bloeck does nol
affect the park as a park.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: There is ne
connection Lhetween the park and this par-
tienlar block of land.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Then il
cannot be argued that the establishment of
tearooms on the block will be of value to
the people who use the park. Consequently,
it can only be argued that the land will br
used by private individuals for the pur-
pose of gain, and I say, on principle, we
cannot afford to subseribe to a Class “A™
reserve being used for that purpose. May
I also point out that at the present time
tearooms have been established very close
indeed to the particular block, and the pro-
prietress of those tearcoms has already
protested by letter against the proposal
which, she has been given to nnderstand,
will bring about the erection of other tea-
rooms. If the King’s Park Board agree
to the establishment of additional tearaoms
close to those already in existence, it will
not be possible for either {o make the tea-
rooms payable propositions.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The welfare of the
park is the consideration.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: The
King’s Park Board are only concerned with
the revenne that is likely to be received.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Oh no.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I fail to
see in which other way the welfare of the
park can be affected,

Hon. J. Nicholson:
the land?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We have to spray it
with kerosene to keep down the mosquitoes.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: That
may be true. For some time past mo:-
quitoes have been troublesome in many
places.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
there,

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: We are ob-
liged to keep it free from mosguitoes.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I object
to the leasing of anv portion of a Class
‘A" reserve for private gain, where it can-
not be shown that the particuiar people
who desire to occupy the land are going
to do so in the interests of visitors to the
reserve. The visitors to King's Park come
from all parts of the metropolitan area and
the country as well, and it 1s nice for them
to he able to have refreshments while they
are in the park. There canmot be any argn-
ment in that direction so far as the block
in guestion is concerned, and without hesi-
tation I say that by na streteh of the im-
agination can it he claimed that the estab-
lishment of tearooms or refreshment rooms
on the block in guestion will be of benefit
to the people who use the park.

Hon. J. Nicholson: ™What about the im-
provements it is intended to earry out?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The im-
provements should be undertaken by the
King’s Park Board.

Hon. J. Nicholson: DBut you do not pro-
vide them with the money to earry out im-
provements.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I believe
at the present time the board are receiving
far more than they ever got before. There
are certain areas in the park exelusively
used by people who payv no rent. It i3
claimed that the finest tennis ecourts in
Australia exist in King’s Park. I admit
that.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: The club has
a liability of £12,000.

Have you looked at

They breed too well

The HONORARY MINISTER: It does
not matter whether it is £12,000 or £100,000;
the fact remains that the King's Park
tennis elub has the esxclusive right to one
of the finest sites in the State.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:
not an exclusive right. *

The HONORARY MINISTER: Legally
there may not be an exclusive right, but in
effect, owing to the varions regulations in
operation, they possess an exclusive right,
As a matter of fact, those tennis courts
eannot be used by anyome except members
of the King's Park club.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is not a faet.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: I ven-
ture to say that if I went there this evening
and endeavoured to play a game of tennis,
not being a member of the ¢lab I would
have serious trouble in carrying out my
desire. It is also a fact that one cannof
hecome a member of that club unless he
pays an entrance fee to begin with and a
fairly high subseription, & subseription
heyond the means of many people wheo
desive to play tennis in the metropolitan
area,

Hon. J. XNicholson: How would it be
possible to establish a {ennis elub without
subseriptions,

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no reason for the establishment of private
tennis courts on a Class “A” reserve. A
elub  should be prepared to lease a
suitable hlock of land in some other part
of the metropolitan arvea. Why shonld
these few people have a right that is denjed
to others who desire to play tennis, eroguet
or any other game? It may be true that
any cilizen desiving fo exercise his rights
could walk through these grounds at any
time he thought fit.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenosom: It might
be unwleasant for him.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I agree.
The tennis club make a charge for admis-
sion, and the charge renders it impossible
for most people to attend the ecouris to
witness contests.

Hon. A. Levekin: The elub make nothing
ont of it.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: I
understand thev did not on the oceasion of
the visit of the champion tennis players.
I believe their expenses were higher than
the revenue they received. At the same
time T am pleased to think that the King’s
Park elub are so progressive that they are

They have
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desirous of inviting tennis champions to
play on their eourts.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: What has
all that to do with the block of land in
guestion ?

The HONORARY MIXTSTER: Every-
thing to do with it. There is before us a
proposition to take a portion of the King’s
Park reserve and rent it t¢ someone for au
amount of about £100 per annum. On the
other hand, there ave certain people who
have been granted the vight to use a fairly
farge area for the purpose of sport, and
they are permitted fo use that avea rent free
on condition, of course, that they fully
maintain if. No one ean grumhle at the
manner in which the King’s Park elub have
maintained their area. The courts are a
credit to the people responsible for them.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: They ave an
ornament to the city.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T grant
that. On the other hand, does it do away
with the prineiple I have enunciated? Why
should a small cirele of people have & vight
that is denied to everyome else? If it is
desired fo establish sports grounds, let the
people interested establish those grounds on
land that iz not a Class “A” yeserve.

Hon. Siy William Lathlain: This has been
done not only in the ecity but in all the
snburbs as far as Fremantle.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: You said you were
going to tell us how the King’s Park Board
could increase their revenue.

The HONORARY MINISTER : The
board should charge the King’s Park tennis
club and the bowliney club a rental for the
use of the ground they hold. In that way
the Kineg’s Park Boavd wonld inerease their
revenue pretty eonsiderably.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You began hy saving
that no park or public reserve should he
leased unless it was for the henefit of the
whole of the people.

The HONORARY MINTSTER : That
prineiple is sound and T contend that the
King’s Park Board have exceeded their
rights in doing what they have done. The
position at the present time is that certain
people have the rizht to utilise a portion
of King’s Park to the exclusion of other
secions of the community., and without the
payment of any rent. On the other hand,
we have a proposition that the King’s Park
Board should lease fo a certain individual
another block for the purpose of private
gain and for which that individual must
pay a certain rental.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. A. Lovekin: Suppose we did charge
rent, would the clubs not have to charge
fees which you say are alveady too high,
or do less work?

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
might do less ‘work. At any rate, they
should be prepared to pay.

Hon. J. Nichelson: Would they not then
have an exclosive right which they have not
now?

Hon. G. W. Miles: The elubs ave so ex-
clusive that one who wants to join finds it
diflicult to do so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Seeing
that the board have gone so far, and re-
wmembering also, as pointed out by Mr.
Miles, that the tennis elub is very popular
and exclusive, so exclusive that a num-
ber of people who desire to become metnhers
are not able to do so, it is only a right and
fair proposition that if they are to be per-
mitted to occupy land that is part of King's
Puark, they shonld pay rent for it. T think
AMr. Lovekin made a statement thai every-
thing that has been done in eonnection with
the leasing of these blocks is quite in order,
angd that proper authority has been obtained
to permit the King’s Park Board to do what
they wish. I question whether that is quite
correct.

Hon. A. Lovekin: T did not say that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I asked
the question when Mr, Lovekin was speak-
ing, and I thought he remarked that the
King's Park Board had autherity to do
what they had deme. If T am wrong, we
are still in the same position.

Hon, A, Lovekin: We have no authority
to lease, neither have we leased,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T should
like to know what they have done. Appar-
ently they have given these people authority
to enclose a certain area of land for their
own purposes. They must also have given
them authority to make a charge for ad-
mission on cerfain oceasions.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We gave no such au-
thority.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Remember
that the authority was first given by the
late Tord Forrest. To not speak iil of the
dead.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T am
speaking only from the point of view of
the prineipte. If a Class “A’ reserve is to
be used for providing sport or anything
elze for the people, it should be available
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to the whole of the people and not only a
section of them,

Hon. 8ir William Lathlain: ‘There are
more than a hundred Class “A" reserves
arounud Perth that are used for the same
purpose,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
memher may be right, but I do not know
of any other Class “A” reserve that is usesl
in this way, and for which a charge for
admission is reade. I do net knew of any
that a few individuals have the right 1
use, and the rest of the people are debarred
from using.

Hon. Sir Wiliam Lathlain: There is a
bowling club and a tennis elub on the Es-
planade. There are dozens of others like
them elsewhere,

The HONORARY MINISTER: It does
not matter how many instances members
may quote. I objeet to this on prineiple.
I am eatisfied that if this kind of thing is
allowed to go on, the time will arrive when
larger areas of King’s Park will be utilised
for the same purpose. That is not right.
If the King’s Park Board are not able to
atilise the block on Mount’s Bay-road, =onie
way should be found by which other peopls,
or some department of State, may utilise
it. T am opposed to giving the board the
right to lease this land to any private in-
dividual for private gain. We do not know
for what purpose this land may be required
by the Government in 25 years' time.

Hon, A. Lovekin: Reduce the term if you
like.

The HONORARY MIXNISTER: The
question of term has nothing to do with the
matter. If the board can find a way of
using this block, well and good, but I douht
if there is any power under any Aect to

enazble them to do so other than as
a park. Of course, there is as vyet
no power {o enable the board to lease

this block for the purpose snggested hy
the Bill. T am a great admirer of King's
Park. I hope that an effort will be made
to retain it in its present condition. and
that it will not he cut up and its original
beanty spoilt. Members may differ from me
in that vegard. Dr, Saw said he would
not be able to keep it in its present condi-
tion for many years owing to the bush fires
that pass through it, and to the consequent
destrnetion of trees and shrubs. Tt would
he hetter that the Park should, as far as
possible, be kept in its natural state, and
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I hope every effort will be made to prevent
it from becoming artiticial,

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: The board
would require move revemne in order to do
that.

The HONORARY AINISTER: I sym-
pathise with the board in their efforts to
maintain the roads in their present condi-
tion, but would point out that their revenue
now ‘is higher than ever it was.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: And there is more
expense attached to the maintenance of the
park.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The ex-
pense may be higher, but the present rev-
enue is quite sufficient to maintain the park
in its natural condition.

Hon. J. Nicholson: 1 wish you were on
the board.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1If the
board desired to alier King’s Park from its
natural condition into an artifieial reserve
they would not be likely o obtain sufficient
revenue for many years to come. I should
be sorry to think they would be in a posi-
tion to do that. One of the attractions of
the park is its natural beauty.

Hon. A. Lovekin: With the aid of fires
we can retain it in its natvral eendition
for a tenth of the money we get.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I object
on principle to any povtion of the park be-
ing leased for the purpose of private gain.
when thal is not for the eonvenience of the
people. It cannot be argued that this par-
tieular block of land will be used in the
interests of the people who go to the park.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Even if it is not nsed
by the people now?

The HONORARY JMINISTER: T mmust
oppose the Bili.

HON. W. T. GLASHEEN ({South-East)
[5.20]: The Honorary Minister has not been
as logical as usnal. He said be had some
suggestions to make to the board whereby
they would be able to raise greater revenue.
Prior to saying that, he stated that the
charge made on the occasion of the recent
exhibition of interstate and international
tennis was so high that the general public
were unable to gain admission. He sug-
gested that further revenue could be raised
by the board charging these people some-
thing for the privilege of having tennis
courts in the park, but still further charges
would have to be made upon the publie who
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would thus be in an even worse position from
the point of view of patronising the tennis
courts. He also referred to the high charges
that were levied upon members of the tennis
club., He indicated that if a further charge
was fo be made to the tennis club, the club
would have to charge even more for mem-
bers’ subseriptions. The Honorary Min-
ister seemed to be at variance with himself.
He also said tbat unless it ecould be shown
that the Bill made for the public bencfit,
there was no justification for it. I have not
seen the land in question, but I gather from
what has been said that it is an eyesore and
& menace fo public health. Apparently a
Chinaman who was leasing the land found it
so low-lying and marshy that he had to give
i{ up. The slugs and snails ate his vegetables,
and made a failure of his garden. Any low.
lying land is a menace to publie health. Sir
William Lathlain remarked that it was a
‘breeding ground for mosquitoes. If the pro-
posal of the board means improving the
present condition of things, and adding to
the beauties of the park, it will be a benefit
to the community. This is what the board
are aiming at. I should like to get some
information from Mr. Lovekin. I was led
" to believe from his speech that the board
had been approached by an individnal, who
said he was prepared to spend about £3,000
on this block of land, in making tennis
courts there and establishing tearooms. I
have no idea what revenue is likely to
acerue from such an undertaking. It occurs
{o me, however, that if a man is going to
spend this sum of money on such enter-
prises, and desires to make a profit himself,
he must expeet to obtain at least 10 per
cent. interest on his outlay.  Interest at
10 per cent. on £3,000 would represent an
amount of £300 a year, or £6 a week,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Then there are the rates
and taxes.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: The board will
expect to get £100 a year for the lease of
the land, and that would mean another £2
a week in the way of outgoing.

Hon. A, Lovekin: And there is the rent.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Apother £1 a
week might be allowed for rates and taxes,
which would bring the total up to £9 a week.
Tennis in such a place as this wounld be
carried on mainly at night-time. This would
mean considerable expenditure in the in-
stallation of a lighting system. The courts
wounld have to be well lighted. I dare say
the total weekly expenditure on these courts
would be in the vicinity of £10.

[COUNCIL.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Plus the maintenance
of the ground.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Officials will
have to be employed to look after the busi-
ness, I do not know how many would be
engaged. When a4l is said and done,
the weekly expenditure on the under-
taking will be in the region of £15 or £20
before anything is left over for profit. I
do not know what charge is uswally made
for a game of tennis on courts of this
deseription, but I presume that the lessee
wonld either have to charge exceedingly high
rates, or have an exceptionally large volume
of business before he could make a profit.
We have heen told by Mr, Lovekin and Sir
William Lathlain that the board will safe-
guard the interests of the public, and will
not allow anything that is inimical to the
public welfare to be carried on there. 1
believe the board will wateh that, but it
oceurred to me that the individual in gues-
tion must have something else in his mind
than merely tennis courts.

Hon. A. J, H, Saw: Apparently he will
not have much in his pocket.

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEN: Having caleu-
lated the cost of everything, I ecannot
imagine why the individual wants this lease.
It would be one of the last things I would
want to do to spend £3,000 on tennis courts
there.

Hon, A, Lovekin: The sale of petrol is
very profitable,

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Many things
might be done there. This particular indi-
vidual must have something else in mind
besides tennis courts and tearcoms. One
member interjected that there are tearooms
in close proximity to this block. If that is
the case, not mueh business is likely to re-
sult from that branch of the undertaking.

Hon. J. Cornell: There are petrol pumps
close by, as well,

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: I do not know
how far this site is removed from any other
tennis courts, but I understand there are
private tennis courts which show a reason-
able return on the capital outlay. It is
difficult to arrive at any basis on which an
expenditure of £3,000, together with all
the costs of maintenance, can show a profit
for the individual who wishes to lease this
tand. My object is o seek some informa-
tion. I do not know whether the members
of the King’s Park Board have laid it down
specifically that the block is to be used for
this particular purpose.
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HON. E. H, H. HALL {Central) [5.31]:
The question of the cost to put this pure-
ticular bloek info n condition that will en-
able tennis to be played should not enter
into the debate. What should concern every
hon. member is whether the leasing of the
block by the King’s Lark Board will mean
an improvement to that part of the park.
From the speeches of those members of
the House who ave also members of the
board, I take it for a certainty that the
lensing of the block will be a decided im-
provement to the block in particular, and
to the park as a whole. That is the point
from which this matter should be viewed.
Being business men, [ take it that the mem-
bers of the King's Park Board have seen to
it that they will derive a certain amount of
revenue as the result of leasing the block.
Surely that is the point to which the Honer-
avy Minister directed our attention. He said
he would indieate to members of the board
how they could derive more revenue. What
does the Honorary Minister think would be
a fair charge to be levied by the board
against the King’s Park Tennis Club, for
instance, who have created within the park
boundavies an asset of whieh I, as a country
member, consider the State should he very
proud. The King’s Park Tenniz Club have
created an asset that was able to induce
men from different parts of the world to
visit Perth and play tennis there. I venture
to assert that as the result, the Statc received
no small advertizement. The Government, as
well as local governing bodies, ave expected
to assist in the development of such activi-
ties and not to place obstaeles in the wuy
of public men, such as the members of the
King’s Park Board, when they desire to
create that which will be of benpefit to the
State. I think the debate on this question
has taken up too much of the valuable time
of the Council. The only question to be
considered iz whether the proposal of the
King's Park Board will be in the intevests
of the park and of the State, We have to
consider whether the leasing of the block
wil] not be advisahle, seeing that it will
transfer an eyesore and a breeding ground
for mosquitoes into another attraetion for
the ecity itself.

HON. A LOVEKIN (Metropolitan
—in reply) [5.84]: I think I ought to say a
few words in Teply to the debate. The Min-
ister has gone over the history of the pur-

chase of this land. I was connecied with
the park before there was any Parks and
HReserves Act or any board of control, When
the late Lord Forrest became Premier of
Western Australia, he asked some of us, all
of whom with the exeeption of myself have
sinee departed this life, to form an advisory
committee to help in the opening up of the
park. TFollowing upon that, the Parks and
Resevves Act was passed in 1903, and the
members of the temporary committee, with
some additions, were appointed te act as a
hoard of control. Of the members of that
hoard, including those additional to the
original advisory committee, two of us aone
ave left—-Mr. G. T. Poole and myself. 1n
those early days the policy and objective
regarding the park were well diseussed and
1zid down; the poliey has been a continuons
ane ever sinee. That policy was that the
park should be reserved as the heritage of
the people for ever, and that no portion of
it should ever be parted with; also that
it should be ntilised for the enjoyment
and recreation of the people. To that
end we have all worked, There are some
people, ineluding the Chief Secretary, who
want the park to remain as a reserve for our
native forest. That was the idea originaly,
but we have found that it is quite impraetie-
able. Tt cannot he done. As the population
inereases, so the number of fires inereases;
if we had not provided fire breaks and what
the Minister referred to as the “artificial
park,” there would be no virgin bush in the
park at all. It would have disappeared be-
fore the fires long ago, and we would simply
have barren sand there now. QOut of the
1,026 aeres, some 600 acres represent fairly
eood forest land. Of that smaller area, 200
acres or so have been kept entively free
all throurh from fires. T refer to the avea
around Crawlev. That is fairly good bush
and those people who want to walk in the
secluded forest, have 600 acres in which to
enjoy themselves to their henrt’s content.
There are others who like a different form
of enjoyment in the park. If hon. members
desire to know the views of the vast major-
ity of the people who go to the park,
they shonld visit it on a Sunday and =ee the
thonsands who congregate not in the se-
clnsion of the thiekets but on the elear
spaces that the Minister refers to as the
“fartificial portions’’ of the park. There
are other people who go there with a desire
to enjoy beautiful views that are unpar-
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alted in any part of Australia. Hundreds
of people po to the park merely to enjoy
the beautiful views that are obtained from
the park over the river and the surrounding
conntry. All that is artificial according to
the Ministey! Then there are people who
look forward tu a niece quiet drive through
the park. At one time they were able to
get it, but I do not know that that desire
is so easily satisfied in these days when
motor cars are so numerous. I[n days gone
by, people were able to drive throngh
leisurely over good voads and enjoy the
pleasures of the bush and the views as
well Even now many penple thoroughly
enjov a drvive through the park, Then
again, there are echildren of all ages
who like to go to the park to play. The
members of the board have done their best
to provide them with playing grounds.
Other penple like going to the park becausa
they want to play bowls. A long time ago
we agreed to a certain howling elub util-
ising portion of the park on the under-
standing that they kept their portion of it
in decent order. The Minister would say
that that is the particular part of the park
he wanted to walk over, as it should Dbe
for all the people. Let the Minister be not
quite so selfish, for there are hundreds of
acres other than the small bloek upon which
the bowling green stands. If the bowlers
were not in possession of that small plot,
the Minister would not want to walk there!

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: At any rate,
he is mot old erough vet to be a bowler.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Of the total acreage
of the park, six acres only have been al-
located for use by the tennis club. the bowl-
ing club and the eroquet ¢lub. I am sure
my fellow memhers of the board agree with
me that if we eould get more of those sporls
grounds distributed through portions of the
park where a useless poor type of bush ex-
ists now, it would be of benefit to the
whole community. It would provide our
vouths of to-day with further means of
indulgine in healthful recreation and exer-
cise and that would he to the advantage of
the people oenerally. Surely it wounld be
hetter to provide additional means of ree-
reation for the voung people in such parts
of the park that are really useless from the
standpoint of retaining virgin bush, than
to retain those areas and thus encourage
the youths to congregate at pubs, elubs or
Jazz halls! Surely such would be better for
the community as a whole! Why people

[COUNCIL.]

shonld he so keen on having the total area
under bush I cannot see, because they do
not use it. Very few pcople can be seen
roaming about in the seclusion of the
native bush. On the other hand, the vast
majority are to be seen wherever there is
sumething doing. The Honorary Minister
spoke about these clubs heing exclusive
ones. That is not quite true. lLet hon.
members eonsider the position of the bowl-
ing ¢lub first. That elub would weleome a
large number of additional members if they
eould get them, beeause the club requires
more revenue. Apparently not very many
people wish to play bowls. [t ecannot be
said that the bowling club is exelnsive. Then
the ladies’ eroruet club is almost zoing out
of existenee beeause of the paneity of
members, The elub want more members
and any lady by paving practieaily nothine,
can hecome a member. The tennis club is
quite a different proposition. There are
hundreds of voung people who wish to play
tennis there, but comparatively few courts
arve available, upon which they ean play.
For the time heinz, tennis happens to be
a popular form of rvecreation. The small
allocation of ground ocenpied by the King's
Park Tennis Club to-day was made avail-
able to the elub many vears ago when men
like the late Lord Forrest, Mr. Septimns
Burt and others were members of the
board. 1 am sure the people T have men-
fiened had neothing but the welfare of the
publie at heart, just as have the present
members of the board. Yet in those days
the board permitted tennis enthusiasts to
form a elnb. Those enthusiasts were publie-
spirited enough to raise money by means
of debentures. Thev committed themselves
1o an indebtedness amounting to thousands
of pounds, and they pay 8 per eent. for
their money. At the present time I think
fhe courts have cost the eclub between
£10,000 and £12.000. The ¢lub have thns
improved a publie asset without a tittle of
security being held by the debenture
holders because the cluh are liable fto
be swept oot of existenee at 24 hours’
notice.  They have absolutely mno security
of tenurve. Tf the Minister has any
doubt on that point, T ean produce copies
of letters that passed at the time. The
letters show that the club accepted condi-
tions on which they ean he removed at n
moment’s notice. Then again the elub ave
not allowed to close the gates at all. Any-
hody visiting the courts will find an open,
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public track through the tennis courts, lead-
ing from one part of the park to another,
and confronting them they will see the
notice, “Publie thoroughfare.” In view of
the fact that a number of ladies and gentle-
men have provided the monev to constroct
the tennis courts there, I do not think any
decent person would exercise his undoubted
rights and invade the courts when some
funetion, which was bringing in a little
revenne to the club, was in full swing.
Shonid anyone so desive, he wounld be en-
titled to do that. As a matter of fact, when
the French tennis chamnpions were here, two
people did exercise their rights and no oh-
Jjection was taken to their presence. In the
circumstances it eould not be taken. 1In
addition to ail this, the tennis club, to my
knowledge, have to-day an overdraft at the
bank of {1332, which is secuved by the
guarantee of two members of the elub,
Messrs. R. 0. Law and Sinelair MeGibbon,
who are past the plaving stage, but who
have sufficient puoblic spirit to provide for
the healthful recreation of the youths in
that neighbourhood and in other parts from
which the players come.

The Honorary Minister: ls it not a fact
that a person has to pass a test in tennis
playing before he ean become a member of
the club?

Hon., A. LOVEKIN: Not at all. Y am
sure nf that. There are some 300 members,
who now pay an enirance fee, hecansc the
club are in want of funds. Those 300 men-
bers each pay three guineas subseription
per annum, or 900 guineas. The club need,
on an average, Tour men to look after the
courts. 'Those men are paid £4 s, per week
each, or a total of £8%5 per annum. That
has to come out of the 900 guineas the ¢lub
get in subscription fees; and by the time
the club have paid for a little fertiliser arul
that sort of thing, ail those snbseriptions
are absorbed in the lahour on the courts.
1t von wunt cheap courts, you eannot have
them cheaper than the cost of maintaining
theee sourts without any eapital expenditure
on improvements. A elub like that ought
te be epcouraged. All this eriticism with-
ou* knowledge is doing nothing but erush-
ing the publie spirit out of generous prople,
They sav that if they are to be subjeeted
to all this wrongful criticism, based on ng
foundation whatever, why should they
trouble {0 put forth their efforts and their
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money into improving that area for the
public benefit.

The Honorary Minister: Is not that pul-
lic spivit exercised in the interests of only
a tew people?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: There are 300 mer-
bers in that club, although there is playing
accommodation for only alout 90 Any
body of persons taking subscriptions from
300 members when there is only playing
acconunodation for 90, would scarcely he
justified in adding to their membership list.
The only consideralion that enables the elub
to get through with so little accommodation
is that a number of those who pay three
guineas per annum do not go near the courts
at all. My own daughter is in that eale-
gory. She has never played tennis, and
cannot play. Out of the 300 members,
fully one-half never play at all. Would the
Honorary Minister suggest that the elub's
membership should be increased to 500, al-
though unable to provide court accommoda-
tion?%

The Honorary Minister: I do not see why
it should not.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It would be wrong
to induce more people to pay subseriptions
to a club that could not provide playing
aceommodation for them., The only solution
would be to invite everybody te join, and
then ask for an extension of thetr playing
area in order to put down more courts.
If that were arranged, the club could have
an unlimited membership. This elub has
been subjected to a great deal of unjust
eriticism, which is likely to kill public spirit
and generosity. The men running this club
have nothing whatever to gain for them-
selves, any more than I have. The Minister
made a point of the charge levied when the
French team were here. He said it was
prohibitive to a number of people. Cer-
tainly it was a high charge, but what are
the facts?  There would have been no
Frenel teamm here, no high class tennis, un-
less a high priee were paid for it.  The
King’s Park Club did not bring over the
French players. It was the Tennis Assoeia-
tion that brounght them here.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: People ¢ame from
all parts of the State to wateh the game.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: And the tennis au-
thorities, public spirited men, in order to
wet the Frenchmen here to show our peopls
some really good tennis, went belind the
enterpiise to the extent of £1,60¢ before a
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single ball was struek. Of course that
£1.600 bad to be recouped. The association
asked the King’s Park Club to allow the
matches to be played on their gromnd, be-
cause undoubtedly it is the best tennis
ground in the State, and is even held to be
the best in the Commonwealth, The cluh
allowed it, but got nothing out of it. In.
deed, I believe the ¢lub lost some £90 over
it, because they went to a little expense,
whieh was not recouped. .All that the club
got was a brass plate furnished by the as-
sociation to show that the matches were
pliyed on the club’s grounds.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: And there was pro-
vided one of the finest afiernoon’s entertain-
ments I have ever seen in Western Aus-
tralia.

The Honorary Minister: You were very
fortunate to be able to see it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You, too, could have
seen if.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: There was in that
area around the court only a limited acecom-
modation for the publie, and the aunthorities
had to make up that £1,600. Consequently
the charges had to be high. Bat for the
high prices they could never have got the
French team cver here. This same Tennis
Association are now trying to get Tilden,
the famous player, to come out here. Mr.
Tilden, if he comes, will have to leave his
business, and so he requires £500 for his
expenses, in addition to his boat and hotel
tariffs. The Tennis Association must stand
behind that. Then also, in order to get a
match worth looking at, it will be necessary
to bring over some other Australian players,
which will further add to the expense. That
cost must be recouped. It is all very well
for the man in the street to say, “I eannot
afford to pay £1 to see the tfennis; I can
afford only a shilling.” The tennis people
have to get the cost recouped, even though
it means charging £1 a seat for the verv
best seats. The tennis people are generous,
public spirited men, and for the next
matches, Mr. MeGibbon tells me, they want
to borrow a stand which belongs to the park
and put it up outside the hedge, where it
can be ocecupied by people at about the eost
of 1s. or 2s. each. That will allow many
more to see the next matehes, which is a very
good thing. Now as to the expenses: all
these extra expenses, the interest on the
money, and the upkeep of the ground, have
to be provided out of enfertainments and
tournaments. An Easter tournament is held
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every year. Sometimes money is made out
of it, and sometimes money is lost. Very
good work is heing donme Ly the club, and
if we, the Park Board, were fo attempt—
had we that right—to charge the club rent,
we wonld force the club to raise the already
high subseription fees—the Honorary Min-
ister says they are high. Alternatively the
elub would have less money to spend on the
ground. After all, the ground is publie
estate, and it is for the benefit of the State
that it should be kept in ezemplary order.
For over 30 years the Park has been a hobby
of mine. I have tried to do the best I eould
in every possible way to make it a credit
to the State. The members of the board
have never had any discord. The other
members all work with the same objective
as I have, namely to make the Park a credit
to the State, which I claim it is.

Hon. G. W. MMiles: Did you not want a
memorial gate, to which some other mem-
bers of the board objected?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes, but that did
not create any discord; it was only a ques-
tion of which was the better proposition.
If the Government of the day are not satis-
fied with what the board are doing, it is
quite in their power to act. As this board
was appointed by the Government of the
day 30 years ago, so the present Govern-
ment can wipe it ont and appoint another
board which will do better. If the Govern-
ment see fit to do that, I for one shall not
squeal about it. I wish to stress this, be-
cause I do not want to see public genervosity
and publie spirit erushed. Some members
of that tennis elub, with some others, are
furnishing to the Park at a cost of £1,500—
and it will be over £2,000 before the task is
completed—a work of art for the benefit of
the children, and one morning about next
Christmas time, or perhaps a little later, the
statue of Peter Pan will have grown out of
the sand of the Park. This statue is a
replica of the original in the Kensington
Palace gardens. TWhen it is in place, the
children will want to play with the mice and
rabbits cast on the base of the statue. It is
a very interesting piece of work, It is
signed by J. M. Barry, the whole thing
being, as I say, a replica of the original,
These people have put their hands in their
pockets without saying anything about it
and have found the money. I believe the
statue is now on its way. The Park Board
are doing their little bit to belp introduee
a piece of the Old Country taken from the
Kensington Palace gardens, with trees and
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shrubs and the crazy pavement and every-
thing that is around the original statue.
That is the sort of thing we wish to encour-
age for the Park. 1t is true that we shall
have to get rid of a little bit of the existing
bush in order to make room to plant the
imported shrubs and trees.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The Honorary Min-
ister says you should not interfere with any
of the serub to put Peter Pan there.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Well, this is for
the whole of the people.

The Honorary Minister: There will not
be a charge of four guineas to see it, will
there?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No, but the people
who have subscribed the cost of that statue
will have to charge themselves four guineas
a year for the pleasure of putting the statue
there free of cost to the publie. We want
%o get something that will interest every-
body. To-day there is to be seen in the new
nursery at the Park three little vines, up
against three stakes which are the beginning
of a trellis. Those three litfle vines are the
progeny of the grape vine at Hampton
Court, planted hundreds of years ago by
Cardinal Wolsey. We have brought out
those little enttings, and bave grown them
into vines sufliciently large fo be planted
ouf. Possibly they are not much as vines,
but historieally they are a great novelty.
We have tried to get bird life for the Park.
Lately I liberated some thrushes—I saw a
couple to-day—and we hope that in time
they will be breeding, like the doves.
The Director of the Zoological Gardens, Mr.
LeSocuf, says we cannot handle deer here
becanse they get wild and become a menace
to children. When I was in Kyoto, Japan,
I saw some little sleek fawn deer and my
daughter snapped me while they were nosing
all about me. I have a print of the photo-
graph which might interest members. I
have sent for six of those deer with the in-
tention of placing them in the Peter Pan
enclosure to make it absolutely complete.
Members will see from the picture that they
are (uite tame; they put their noses into
one's pocket and climb all over one, These
are things we are trying to do for King'’s
Park in order to make it a place where
people, whatever their tastes might be, may
enjoy themselves,

The Honorary Minister: There is no ob-
jection to that.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Then surely there
can be no objection to the fennis courts.
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T ask the Ministor to consider the question
from this viewpoint: Suppose those people
had left the area under busk there would
have been no tennis and there would have
been no ground for complaint, but because
publie-spirited men have put their hands in
their pockets and improved the bush, would
the Minister be mean enongh to take ad-
vantage of their work and expenditure by
saying, “I am going on to those tennis
courts to play and get everything for
nothing’’? That is not the proper spirit
to display.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Honorary Min-
ister would prefer to destroy the advertise-
ment given to the State by the tenmis
matehes, That is what he suggests.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The bush around
the frontage from Maleolm-street to the end
of Ferdinand-street, opposite the University,
was the most serubby bush, I think, that
could be found in the State. Before we cut
down a tree, I went over that area with the
superintendent of the park to ascertain how
many of the trees we could save with any
credit to the park. We found only two
such trees and they siill remain. The rest
were rotten, dying at the tops or otherwise
useless and hideous, and so we had them
tuken down. Tn common with other mem-
bers, it often falls to my lot to extend some
litile hospitality to visitors to the State,
I take them for a drive over the roads of
King's Park and 1 have had it said to me,
“You have big jarrab (rees in this country;
I should like to sve one” After driving
along King’s Park road one shows them a
jarrah tree and the usnal reply is, “Ohk, I
thought the jarralh was a big tree. 1 am
surprised that it is sach a stnnted thing
The visitors are informed that the tree in
question is not typical of the species, but
one feels a sense of disgrace at having fo
show a stunted tree as a representative of
one of our giant trees. The sooner such
trees ave got rid of; the better. Mr. Glasheen
asked a question regarding the lessee of the
land in question. This is what happened:
The health avthorities from time to time
have ealled nwpon the King’s Park Board to
abate the mosgnite nuisanece. A Mr, Bradley
sent a mnote to the secretary of the board
saying he was prepared to give £100 a year
if he could get a lense of the land for a
term of 25 years. Our secretary asked him
what he proposed to do with the land and
he replied that he proposed to lay down a
tennis court, have a tea room, and establish
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a petrol bowser., It was said that £30 or
£30 a week could be made out of the bowser.
Whether that is so, I do not koow. It oec-
curred to the board that it would be a goed
thing 1f, instead of having to pay out
money for the purchase of kerosene to ap-
pease the health authorities, we could turn
the land to profit. The bloek is of no use
for garden purposes. The Chinaman who
had it would not stay there for nothing,
though we begged him to do so. However,
we thought we conld do something with the
land and in order that we might have the
power, we agreed to put up a Bill author-
ising us to lease the land. I assure mem-
bers that we are not bound to lease the land
to Mr. Bradley or to anyone else. When
the board get this power, tenders will prob-
ably be called for the lease of the block and
purposes to which it may be applied will be
mentioned. If we can get a satisfactory
offer, a lease will he drawn up 2nd no one
will he able to object to anything that is
carried on in that portion of the park. The
Chief Seeretarvy suggested that it might be
used for a jazz hall site or a tin hare course.

A cabaret.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Whatever it may
be called, ean anyone imagine Mr. Nichol-
son, Sir William Lathlain, Dr. Saw, Mr.
Poole, myself and others eonsenting for a
moment fo a ecabaret, a jazz hall, or any-
thing of the kind? So that we cannot go
astray, it is provided in the Bill that the
board may make a lease only after it has
been approved by the (Government, thus
providing two strings to the bow, so that
it would then he necessary to get rid of the
present board and secure one agreeahle to
a cebaret, and al=o get rid of the present
Government and seeure a npew one that
would let thines ron riot in such a direetion.

Hon. A. J. H. faw: A Government that
can swallow the White City would not
strain at a cabaret.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Perhaps not. T
have been rather long in my reply, but I
considered it only right to explain the mat-

ter fully. I hope members will agree to
the Bili,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

The Honorary Minister:

Ayes - - .. 19
Noes .. .. .. 3
Majority for . 16
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ATYES.
Houn. J. R. Brown Hon, W, J, Maon
Hon. J. Cormell Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon., J. T. Franklin Hon, E. Rose
Hon. G. Frager Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. W. T. Glasheen Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. E, H, Gray Hon. H. A. Stepbenson
Hon. E, H. H, Hall Hon. Sir E. Wittenoom
Hon. V, Hamersley Hon. C. H. Witienuwom
Hon. Sir W. Lathlajn Hon. E. H. Harris
Hou, A. Lovekin {Teller.)y
NoEs.
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. W. H. Kitson (Teller,)

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.

Regislative #Hsgsembly,

Wednesday, 19th September, 1928.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FRUIT EXPORT.

Alr. SAMPSOX asked the Premier: In
view of the good work done in Eorope by
the London representative of the Fruit Ex-
port Board of New Zealand in assisting
growers and shippers of fruit to organise
and expand their markets by essential in-



